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DURING THE YEAR OF 2022 
 

Looking through the year,  

 

It certainly has been a different kind of year as we have gone “post Covid” here in Nigeria. Yet we 

are grateful for all that the Lord has shown us in many ways that we might have never thought of 

ourselves.  

 

Our journey has been really exciting as the Lord has given us much to trust Him more for. We have had 

many opportunities to visit isolated and remote camps of people in the bushes of this part of Nigeria.  

Both Martha and I continue to live on the Egbe Mission Hospital compound which gives us a bit of comfort 

with generator hours.  The electricity in the country is so inconsistent, meaning more days without electricity 

than there is days with it during the year. That has been a challenge but we have been able to live with it.  

This year we struggled with water as the holding wall to the hospital dam washed away during a terrible storm 

and it is still under construction. Fortunately it there is a second dam and we are able to transfer water from 

there to the sand filter beds as we need while the wall is being repaired well. This challenge has given us a 

small taste of what it is like to have to not have water at the turn of a tap. (Revitalization has brought us a 

long ways.)  

   

 

 

 

This is nothing compared to the challenges people have in the remote areas as well as our own town. 

Clean water is a constant need here as the dry season comes for 6 months and the rivers dry up and the 

water source is limited. There are many attempts to drilling wells and “bore holes” which very few can afford it 

as the cost is well beyond the means for many individual families. The cost of one of these wells is almost five 

to ten years Salary (that is having not paid for anything else at the same time) so as you can see it is a rather 
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expensive and great need. We are hoping to install 5 of these in the next couple of months to help the 

neediest in the very remote places.  

  

 

 

 

As I mentioned that we are living on the Hospital compound which gives us many responsibilities being the 

most experienced and senior non-medical people on the ground. It also gives us opportunity to see people 

and be able to comfort people in desperate need. Many of the people living in the remote places have little 

or no access to good and true medical help. (I say this as there is much “fake” and traditional means to heal 

people) The Egbe mission hospital gives wonderful medical treatment. This has been a great bridge for 

ministry as we are able to bring people at their greatest need to the hospital and been physically healed. But 

this is a cost. I am so grateful for those who have seen and responded to helping many of those who I have 

posted that have had great need and you have responded. THANK YOU.  

 

Yet there are still many who cannot come to the hospital and still have a great need of medical 

treatment. We have been able to go out and try to do what we can to help with some of those cases such 

as the little girl with the “snake skin” like issue which she has been born with, and the skin is always cracking 

and sometime bleeds from the sores. Malnutrition is also a concern, particularly for little children which is hard 

to bring them when they need better food. Again we have been thankful for those who have helped with 

the much needed extra food to gain weight and survive better.  
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Building bridges of hope has come in different opportunities. This year we tried something that others have 

done to help with the sickness for the cattle. We hired a Veterinarian to come and inject cows for CBPP and 

HSV as it is a problem historically for our region. In just 5 days we were able to inject more than 3,000 cows. 

We hope that in the New Year that we can increase that number to another 5,000 cows. As we do this we 

also speak to each herdsman about the bridge of peace between the farmers and the herdsmen. I get a 

chance to speak about respecting the farmers as their work is important also. We are all created equal 

before God.  
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Another building bridge is education. We continue to give free school to the remote bush people so that 

the next generation can grow to read and write; but more than that they have an opportunity to be taught 

by Christian teachers. This is taking some time and we now are moving more and more into a registered 

private school by the government. While that process is taking some time, we are also working on the greater 

need of more and more students without the capacity of enough classrooms. We have three classrooms 

under the mango trees. So our plan is to build a 4 classroom building to be able to house these students plus 

a new intake of 60 students.   

Changing to a registered school has forced us to be more and more structured as the requirements of the 

government are followed and that means some changes in how and what we do. These changes have not 

gone so easy and the transition of some of the teachers has been affected. This also means that we are 

required to hire 4 new teachers. This has been a challenge as we need teachers that can speak the 

language of our focused children, which is Hausa. So our request has gone out to the ECWA mission and they 

have been able to locate 4 potential teachers for us who will be starting in January. This means that we need 

to have the salary for a total of 12 teachers for the year. It can be hard to imagine that just 3 years ago we 

were teaching under mango trees with a few students and now we will have over 300 children that will be 

coming to school. Of our focused people group (Fulani) we will have 125 children.  
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With teachers will be coming to this region there was a need to build teachers quarters, so we are building 

housing to have the teachers live on the school property. This will certainly help with the 6 mile motorcycle 

ride to get to the school which has been a difficult road. Our hope is that the teachers’ quarters will be 

completed before the school resumes from Christmas holidays. Thank you to our donors for this project. 

  

 

As these bridges of hope are being built, we continue to visit many camps and even new camps are still 

yet to be visited.  
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Our group of pastors and missionaries is in need of adding another missionary this coming year so that he 

can focus on two of the larger new camps that have come. We have opportunity to show the Jesus film, to 

visit the camps at Christmas time and share to the women gifts as well as the men and children. They are 

looking forward to learning more about Jesus. As we prepare for our new team member in the coming 

weeks, pray as we find housing for his family and a motorcycle for him to drive to be able to visit in the 

bushes. We also look forward to the opportunities that are yet still to come in order to bring the peace of 

Christ to those who do not yet know.   

 

Giving hope to the future generations in that the message of Christ is clear.  

 

Meanwhile as we do live in the Yoruba town of Egbe we have many who are at extreme poverty. We 

can’t neglect our own, so we have been able to help a few with things like leaking roofs, missing doors, and 

other tangible needs for them so that they can feel safe. There have been a few widows that we have been 

able to assist with some of these tangible things. We would like to do more.  

 

               

 

 

 

 

So I am asking that you continue to pray for us as we seek the Love of Christ to all.  
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As we approach the end of 2022 we know that God has much more for us to do in 

His name. We find that each step brings more opportunity to bring the message of the 

Hope in Christ to many who haven’t had the chance to know, or have had difficulty to 

understand. Just this year we have had the opportunity to start 3 new churches. With 

the Lords help these churches will be able to grow strong in the Lord as they learn 

every day in their languages.  

Pray with us as we add another Nigerian missionary to our team to reach out to 

more and more in these remote and difficult places.  

 

 

We are asking you to consider the end of the year donations to help us with more of  

the work that still needs to give hope.  
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Would you consider this today? 

If you would like to help with any of these needs, you can follow the links below.  

Also as you consider your end of the year gift, I would ask that you pray about it and be blessed. Thank 

you for following with us this journey with the Lord here in Nigeria.  

 

For those who would like a breakdown of some of the needs 

- A teacher for the year – $1,500 

- A motorcycle for a missionary – $1,200 

- A bore hole for a village - $2,600 

- Injections for 5,000 cows - $800.00 

- Four classroom building - $25,000 

- Missionary for outreach – $3,000 

- Medicine for bush village - $1,000 

 

Together, we see God in this place and we have been blessed to join Him in this work. 
Here is the SIM contact information to support us in our work: 

 

https://www.sim.ca/rick-and-martha-bradford/ missionary number – #031457 

https://donations.sim.ca/workers/Bradford  missionary number is 031457  

www.sim.ca./projects/Fulani/OutreachCenter  - #096310 

www.sim.ca/fulani-outreach-center/fulani/ 

 

SIM Canada 10 Huntingdale Blvd., Scarborough, ON M1W 2S5    1-800-294-6918 

SIM USA P.O. Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900 for US tax receipts 

 

If you sense the Lord’s call to help with the ministry and receive a tax receipt, please designate the funds to 

our “ministry” account.  If you want to help with our daily living expenses, and receive a tax receipt, please 

designate the funds to our “support” account.  Please note: “Personal support” is just a personal gift and does 

not get a tax receipt but we are still very much grateful for your support. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Rick and Martha Bradford, SIM missionaries in Nigeria 

                           

We are so grateful for your continued prayers and support 

 

https://donations.sim.ca/workers/Bradford
http://www.sim.ca./projects/Fulani/OutreachCenter

